
Three Seas Initiative – roots, aims, perspectives



Three Seas Initiative

• Initiators: 
✓ President of Croatia, Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović
✓ President of Poland, Andrzej Duda

• General assumptions: 
✓ Informal cooperation forum for Central European countries,
✓ Cooperation of EU member states,
✓ Infrastructural and sectorial character of cooperation,
✓ Strengthening of north-south axis in Central Europe

• 12 countries: 

✓ Austria 

✓ Bulgaria

✓ Croatia

✓ Czech Rep. 

✓ Estonia 

✓ Lithuania

✓ Latvia

✓ Poland

✓ Romania

✓ Slovakia

✓ Slovenia

✓ Hungary

• 3 seas: 
✓ Adriatic ✓ Baltic ✓ Black Sea



Participant countries in Three Seas Initiative

• Total Population: 111.63 mln (21.8% of 
EU population)

• Total Area: 1,218,869 km2 (27.8% of EU 
area)

• GDP dynamics in 2007-2014 (%):

GDP dynamics in Europe in 2014 (%)
Source: GUS website: 
http://stat.gov.pl/files/gfx/portalinformacyjny/pl/defaultaktualnosci/5732/2/4/1/i._wzrost_gospodarczy.pdf

✓ Austria    3.8

✓ Bulgaria 6.5

✓ Croatia - 10.6 

✓ Czech Rep. 2.5

✓ Estonia - 2.8 

✓ Lithuania 4.1

✓ Latvia - 5.3

✓ Poland 24.2

✓ Romania 8.1

✓ Slovakia 13.5

✓ Slovenia - 4.1

✓ Hungary 0.2

EU average 0.7



Three Seas Initiative and the European Union

• All participants of the Initiative are EU 
members

• Main objectives of the Initiative are fully
compatible with the three key documents of 
the European Commission:

✓2030 Energy Strategy

✓Digital Single Market

✓Roadmap to a Single European Transport Area

• Basic sources of finance comprise 
appropriate EU funds

• Enlargement of the cohesion and 
development of the EU through the 
realisation of infrastructural projects
within the Three Seas Initiative

Source: website of the European Commission



What is Central Europe?

By :commons:User:Alphathon (opera originale); Utente:Mess (opera derivata) - File:Blank map of 
Europe 1929-1938.svg, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=34920050

Europe 1921-1938Mitteleuropa – German concept
of territories eastern to the 
Reich that should have been
constituting German sphere of 
influence (Friedrich Naumann)

By Robert Wielgórski - Praca własna, CC BY 2.5, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=9537146

After WWI (1918) and fall of empires
(Ottoman Empire, Austria-Hungary, Tsarist
Russia, Prussia), as a result of 
implementation of self-determination of 
nations idea, a lot of new, national states
were established, which constitute
geopolitical Central Europe.

Developed as a geopolitical concept in the 19th century.
Mitteleuropa 1918



Three Seas Initiative - presumptions

• Infrastructural weakness of the north-south
axis in Central Europe

• Strengthening of regional energy security

• Strengthening of the EU through the 
development of infrastructure and increase
of cooperation among its members

• Neccesity to build confidence and Central 
European identity through concrete projects
and investments

• Need for rapid economic development of the 
region which generates merely 10% of the 
EU’s GDP

Basic rules of cooperation: 

1. Informality

2. Trust 

3. Sectoral attitude

4. Functionality

5. Profitability

6. Long-term perspective

7. Planned operations

8. Openness

9. Innovativeness

10. Consistency

Public domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=485051
By xavax - Praca własna, Domena publiczna, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18482137

CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=308389

Source: Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=485051


Infrastructural projects

“The North-South Gas Corridor, which will connect the 
operational LNG terminal in Świnoujście with a terminal on 
the Croatian island of Krk is a flagship project: its
realisation will without doubt change the energy sector in 
Central Europe.”
Andrzej Duda, Dubrovnik, 2016

North-South Gas Corridor will connect LNG Terminal in 
Świnoujście and Baltic Pipe, through southern Poland, Czech 
Rep., Slovakia and Hungary with Adria LNG terminal in 
Croatia.

“Project of Common Interest” – status granted by the 
European Commission in 2013 to the investment. 

It consists on many bilateral inter-system gas connections
and national pipelines which already exist or are in different
phases of construction. 



Infrastructural projects

Source: website of the Ministry of Infrastructure and Construction of Poland, www.mib.gov.pl

Via Carpatia
• Transportation route along the eastern border of the EU 
• Crossing with transportation corridors from the Western 

Europe to the Russian Federation
• Motorway or expressway parameters
• Enables north-south connection road in the eastern EU 
• Project realised by individual countries on their own
• Different parts of the project are included in the TEN-T 

international transport network list (some in Core Network, 
others in the Comprehensive Network) 

The route goes from Klaipėda, through Kaunas, Białystok, 
Lublin, Rzeszów, Košice, Debrecen, Oradea, Arad, 
Timișoara, Lugoj (turnoff to Constanța), Calafat, Sofia 
(turnoff to Svilengrad) to Thessaloniki on the Aegean Sea

The idea of creating the Via Carpatia route came in 2006 
in Łańcut during a meeting of ministers of Hungary, 
Lithuania, Poland and Slovakia under patronage of Lech 
Kaczyński, President of Poland. In 2010 Romania, 
Bulgaria and Greece joined the Initiative. 



Infrastructural projects

Digital Communication and Cybersecurity:
• Digital communication and cybersecurity

are one of the pillars of the Three Seas
cooperation

• Full and active participation in the Digital 
Single Market is a condition for an
increase of societal innovation

• Cyberspace defence is a key issue which
needs broad cooperation

• 25 digitisation projects were included in 
the “Project Catalogue” prepared by 
Croatia for the Warsaw Summit. 

By Krish Dulal - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=12761943

By Kathy Mackey -
http://www.kean.edu/~cnelson/3080/img/communication_medium.jpg, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=19875513



Donald Trump in Warsaw
• We strongly support the Three Seas Initiative. America stands ready to help

Poland and other European nations diversify their energy supplies, so that
you can never be held hostage to a single supplier, or as we sometimes call
it a monopoly.

• The Three Seas Initiative will transform and rebuild the entire region and 
ensure that your infrastructure, like your commitment to freedom and rule 
of law, binds you to all of Europe and, indeed, to the West.

• Greater access to energy markets, fewer barriers to energy trade and 
development, and strengthening energy security is what we’re looking to do. 
The Three Seas initiative has the potential to accomplish all of these essential 
objectives - and very quickly - because you have incredible people, and they will 
get it done quickly. 

• The Three Seas Initiative will not only empower your people to prosper, but it 
will ensure that your nations remain sovereign, secure, and free from foreign 
coercion. The Three Seas nations will stand stronger than they have stood 
before. When your nations are strong, all the free nations of Europe are 
stronger, and the West becomes stronger as well. Together, our nation and 
yours can bring greater peace, prosperity, and safety to all of our people.



Joint declaration 2017

• development depends on the coordinated efforts of the whole region

• enhanced infrastructure, economic and social cooperation/ interconnectivity of 
the Three Seas Initiative countries along the North-South and East-West axis is in 
the interest of all participants of the Three Seas Initiative, as well as the entire 
European Union 

• supporting investments in the fields of the economy, transport connectivity, 
energy infrastructure, environmental protection, R&D and digital communication 

• Priorities: 
✓enhanced transportation connections of our region to develop and further integrate into the 

trans-European transport (TEN-T) network
✓ implementation of the EU’s energy policy objectives 
✓promote business character of joint economic projects 
✓ full synergy with EU policies



Perspectives

• Key factors for the further development of the Three Seas
Initiative:
✓ Political will for the realisation of infrastructural projects
✓ Keeping a business-infrastructural nature of the Initiative
✓ Keeping inner-EU nature of the Three Seas Initiative
✓ Keeping current high dynamics of development of the Initiative
✓ Development of the Business Forum 
✓ Succesful implementation of the realised projects into the EU 

instruments
✓ Visible infrastructural and business profits for all participants of 

the Initiative
✓ Development of the agenda connected with digital

infrastructure and cybersecurity
✓ Inclusion of the inland waterway projects, underdeveloped in 

the region so far

Implementation of crucial projects will be 
potentialy finished in the second half of 
2020s.

Bucharest 2018 – summit will be organised by the President of Romania, 
Klaus Iohannis


