
 

 

 

 

 
 

Vulnerabilities and Opportunities in the Black Sea.  
Romanian perspective; Turkish perspective  

– debate organized by New Strategy Center – 
 

 
Security in the Black Sea area has decreased considerably since 2014, following the 

illegal annexation of Crimea and the outbreak of the war in Ukraine. The militarization 
of the Black Sea underwent by the Russian Federation has forced NATO to take several 
political-military measures that prove the determination of the Alliance to reaffirm its 
solidarity towards the allied states in the region. If the northern part of the NATO 
Eastern flank of has showed a better coordination between the Baltic states and Poland, 
the measures in the southern part of the flank are still expected, especially in naval 
domain.  

The Black Sea is not an isolated region with a reduced strategic importance. The 
illegal annexation of Crimea represents the most dangerous crisis since the fall of the 
Iron Curtain. Moreover, the array of frozen conflicts within the Black Sea area can 
always be thawed, from Abkhazia and South Ossetia in Georgia, to Transnistria in 
Republic of Moldova and to Donbas in Ukraine. The importance of the Black Sea area 
rose after the Russian military intervention in Syria, the Russian fleet in Sevastopol 
being responsible with the logistic support for the expeditionary corps. This is one of 
the reasons why the Black Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean Sea have become a 
common security environment.  

The role of Turkey is of most importance for the cooperation in the Black Sea, 
Romania being interested in the consolidation of the political, economic and military 
relations with this strategic partner. The security in the Pontic area, the solving of the 
Syrian civil war as well as the migration crisis management depend significantly on 
Ankara’s attitude. The EU-Turkey dialogue should continue, despite the latest 
inconveniences, while the political-military cooperation within NATO should be robust 
through Turkey’s presence, the country with the biggest fleet and aviation between the 
allied states. The new administration at the White House will bring a changed 
perspective on NATO as well as on the bilateral relations, according to the USA 
interests in the Middle East. Also, a distinct attention has to be provided to the relations 
between Turkey and Russia, both countries showing that they are ready to work 
together in the Black Sea region and the Middle East.  

New Strategy Center organizes this debate on the vulnerabilities and the 
opportunities in the Black Sea area together with its partners from the Marmara Group 
Foundation from Istanbul. Among the topics we would like to bring into the discussion 
the following should be mentioned: the Romanian perspective and the Turkish 
perspective over the security challenges in the region, the evolution of the relations 
between Turkey, EU, US or Russia, as well as the manner how to develop the bilateral 
relations between Bucharest and Ankara.  

 
 


