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June 2026 confirmed a widening asymmetry in the war: Russia continued to rely on large-scale 
attritional missile and drone attacks against Ukraine, while Kyiv increasingly used long-range strikes 
to disrupt Russia’s fuel supply, logistics, naval assets, and defence-industrial depth. At the same 
time, Ukraine’s European track advanced but remained vulnerable to EU veto politics, while 
negotiations stayed active in form but offered no credible path toward compromise. At the same 
time, the Kremlin is trying to preserve an image of political stability and institutional normality ahead 
of the State Duma elections, but the domestic costs of the war are becoming harder to manage. 
Ukrainian drone strikes, fuel shortages, fiscal strain, and signs of economic stagnation are 
increasingly testing Russia’s resilience narrative, while Moscow continues to present the war 
externally as part of a broader struggle to redesign Europe’s security order on terms favourable to 
Russia.  

The Balkans and the Black Sea region showed a growing convergence between war spillover, NATO 
security exposure and regional political fragility. Romania’s drone and maritime incidents 
underscored the increasing vulnerability of NATO’s Black Sea flank, while new maritime security 
initiatives and multinational exercises pointed to a stronger allied response. At the same time, political 
instability in Romania, Bulgaria’s more cautious stance on Ukraine, and evolving NATO/EU 
engagement in the Western Balkans highlighted that regional security remains shaped as much by 
domestic politics as by external threats.  

Moldova’s European integration agenda became increasingly tied to security, resilience and reform 
delivery. While Chișinău advanced on the EU track and deepened practical cooperation with Western 
partners, Russian hybrid pressure, drone-related risks, the unresolved Transnistrian vulnerability, 
energy security challenges and domestic social tensions showed that Moldova’s reform process is 
unfolding in a highly contested strategic environment.  
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Ukraine’s strike campaign in June 2026 showed a further maturation of its long-range drone and 
special operations approach, with an emphasis on degrading Russia’s fuel supply, logistics corridors, 
naval assets, and defence-industrial infrastructure. Ukrainian strikes hit targets across a wide 
geographic arc, from Crimea and the occupied territories to Tambov, Ryazan, Tatarstan, Samara, 
Moscow, and the St. Petersburg region. The mid-June attack on Moscow was particularly significant 
because it targeted the Kapotnya oil refinery, the largest fuel supplier for the Moscow region: Russian 
authorities reported that 60 drones approached the capital within two hours, while one drone struck 
the refinery and caused a fire. According to subsequent reporting, the strike damaged the refinery’s 
main processing unit, which accounts for more than half of its total capacity, forcing a suspension of 
operations. This placed Ukraine’s campaign not only deep inside Russian territory, but also directly 
against infrastructure supporting the political and economic centre of the Russian Federation.  

More broadly, strikes on Afipsky, TANECO, TAIF-NK, Moscow refinery facilities, fuel depots in 
Crimea, and oil logistics routes appear to have generated operational and economic effects, with fuel 
restrictions reported in several Russian regions and particularly acute shortages in occupied Crimea 
(with caps of 20–60 litres per vehicle in some areas, while in Crimea, fuel stations halted all fuel sales 
to individuals and businesses from 21 June). At the same time, attacks on Kronstadt, the Baltic Fleet 
arsenal near St. Petersburg, vessels in the Black Sea and Baltic theatres, UAV production sites, and 
military-industrial facilities suggest that Ukraine is increasingly connecting battlefield interdiction with 
strategic pressure on Russia’s wider war economy. Statistically, on the night of 26 June, Russia’s 
Ministry of Defence claimed it had intercepted and destroyed 660 Ukrainian drones, the highest 
number reported in a single night since the start of the war. The effectiveness of Ukraine’s drone 
strike campaign is increasing, with June accounting for around 35% of successful attacks on Russian 
territory recorded since the beginning of the year. The escalation comes as President Volodymyr 
Zelensky announced a 40-day “influence operation” on June 25, against Russia, aimed at increasing 
pressure on Moscow to end the war. 

In parallel, Russian strike activity against Ukraine in June 2026 remained centered on high-volume 
aerial attacks, designed to overwhelm air defences and maintain pressure on civilian, energy, 
transport, and symbolic targets. The most significant example was the night of 2 June, when Russia 
launched one of the largest attacks since the beginning of the full-scale war, using 73 missiles and 
more than 600 drones against Ukrainian cities, including Kyiv. This was followed by further attacks 
involving guided missiles and large Shahed-type drone waves, causing casualties across Kyiv, 
Kherson, Sumy, Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, and Kharkiv regions. Russian strikes also targeted 
highly sensitive and symbolic sites, including the area of the spent nuclear fuel storage facility near 
Chornobyl and the Oleksandr Dovzhenko Film Studios in Kyiv, where Ukraine’s largest and oldest 
costume collection was destroyed.  

Overall, Russia maintained a high operational tempo and continued to impose costs on Ukraine’s air 
defence and civilian resilience, but the pattern of strikes remained broadly attritional, while Ukraine’s 
own campaign increasingly focused on creating cumulative disruptions inside Russia’s military-
industrial and logistical depth.  According to a New York Times analysis based on Ukrainian Air Force 
data, Russia is launching an average of 74 ballistic missiles per month against Ukraine this year, 
marking a steady escalation from six per month in 2023, 28 in 2024, and 49 in 2025. While Ukrainian 
air defences intercept around 90% of drones, the same analysis indicates that roughly two-thirds of 
Russian ballistic missiles still penetrate Ukraine’s defence systems. 

Western assistance to Ukraine remained centered on sustaining air defence, battlefield mobility, 
aviation capabilities, maritime security, and budgetary resilience, while increasingly linking immediate 
support to longer-term defence-industrial integration. The PURL mechanism (amounting to $4 billion 
as of June 2026) continued to function as the main channel for financing U.S.-made weapons, with 
Germany, Sweden, the Netherlands, Australia, and Japan announcing or expanding contributions, 
while Belgium committed to delivering seven F-16s this year, including three operational aircraft. 

https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraines-drone-commander-wants-cut-crimea-off-russia-2026-06-11/
https://unn.ua/en/amp/in-russias-tambov-region-a-plant-linked-to-the-production-of-missile-systems-caught-fire-following-a-drone-attack
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/08/8038303/
https://meduza.io/news/2026/06/13/v-tatarstane-zanimaet-vtoroe-mesto-po-dobyche-nefti-v-rossii-ogranichili-prodazhu-benzina-vlasti-ob-yasnili-eto-borboy-s-iskusstvennym-azhiotazhem
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/12/8038970/
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-hits-st-petersburg-again-after-putin-rejects-talks/a-77445845
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cp3xqkxp3x5o
https://kyivindependent.com/moscow-oil-refinery-unlikely-to-resume-operations-this-year-after-ukrainian-drone-attacks/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/eurasia/russia-intercepts-172-ukrainian-drones-overnight-including-60-targeting-moscow-region/3968352
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/18/8040059/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/11/8038908/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/12/8038970/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2026/06/28/ukraine-strikes-two-oil-refineries-in-russia-as-it-continues-to-target-moscows-energy-indu
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/21/ukraine-strikes-hit-oil-facilities-in-crimea-russias-krasnodar
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/21/ukraine-strikes-hit-oil-facilities-in-crimea-russias-krasnodar
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/fuel-shortages-sales-restrictions-across-russia-2026-06-23/
https://www.dw.com/en/ukraine-hits-st-petersburg-again-after-putin-rejects-talks/a-77445845
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/24/8040905/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/24/8040905/
https://t.me/robert_magyar/2436
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/24/8040905/
https://kyivindependent.com/first-such-operation-in-modern-history-ukraine-destroys-russias-drone-base-at-occupied-donetsk-airport/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/11/8038908/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/26/russia-reports-downing-660-ukrainian-drones-denies-seeking-belarus-war-aid
https://kyivindependent.com/ukraines-sbu-to-wage-40-day-pressure-campaign-against-russia-zelensky-says/
https://kyivindependent.com/russian-attacks-kill-8-injure-68-across-ukraine-over-past-day-as-zelensky-proposes-meeting-with-putin-to-end-war/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-drone-hit-nuclear-fuel-storage-facility-near-chornobyl-ukraine-says-2026-06-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russian-drone-hit-nuclear-fuel-storage-facility-near-chornobyl-ukraine-says-2026-06-07/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/19/world/europe/ukraine-drone-attacks-ballistic-missiles.html
https://mod.gov.ua/en/news/4-billion-in-support-and-record-air-defence-contributions-ramstein-format-participant-countries-announce-new-assistance-for-ukraine
https://mod.gov.ua/en/news/4-billion-in-support-and-record-air-defence-contributions-ramstein-format-participant-countries-announce-new-assistance-for-ukraine
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/18/8039903/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/18/8039929/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/18/8039866/
https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/media-releases/2026-06-19/australia-boosts-support-ukraines-defence
https://www.mofa.go.jp/press/release/pressite_000001_02376.html
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/18/8039907/
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Additional support included German air-to-air missiles and another IRIS-T system, Dutch minehunter 
capabilities for the Ukrainian Navy, Textron armoured vehicles financed through the Ukraine Security 
Assistance Initiative, and UK funding for nuclear fuel supplies to keep Ukraine’s nuclear power plants 
operational. At the same time, the EU’s €2.8 billion Ukraine Facility tranche underlined the importance 
of macro-financial support, while initiatives such as Brave France, Latvian drone cooperation, and 
German-Ukrainian production of Termit ground robotic systems show Ukraine’s growing integration 
into a wider European defence-production and innovation ecosystem. 

EU integration became an important parallel track this month, strengthening Ukraine’s diplomatic 
positioning beyond the ceasefire debate, but also exposing the continued vulnerability of the 
accession process to bilateral disputes inside the EU. On 15 June, the EU and Ukraine formally 
opened accession negotiations with the first negotiating cluster, while 14 July was initially set as the 
target date for opening the remaining five clusters, giving Kyiv a concrete institutional milestone at a 
moment when the peace process remained uncertain and allowing it to frame its European trajectory 
as increasingly irreversible. Ursula von der Leyen’s indication that Ukraine and Moldova could move 
forward at different speeds after the opening of the first cluster further reinforced the principle that 
accession will depend on each candidate’s reform performance rather than automatic political 
pairing. However, this momentum remains politically fragile. In Hungary’s case, an agreement with 
Kyiv on minority rights in Transcarpathia helped unlock the first cluster, but Budapest later blocked 
approval in COELA of the screening results for clusters 2–6 for both Ukraine and Moldova, delaying 
the formal invitations to submit negotiating positions and confirming that Hungary remains a potential 
procedural veto point even after the post-Orbán reset.  

At the same time, relations with Poland deteriorated over historical memory issues after Ukraine 
named a military unit after the Ukrainian Insurgent Army, prompting President Karol Nawrocki to 
revoke Zelenskyy’s Order of the White Eagle and several Ukrainian officials to return Polish state 
awards. Donald Tusk’s warning that the dispute represented a “strategic mistake” reflected broader 
political friction between Poland’s nationalist-conservative president, Karol Nawrocki, and the more 
pro-European government led by Tusk, particularly over the management of relations with Ukraine. 

 
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
 
The negotiation track in June 2026 remained active in form but increasingly fragmented in substance, 
with no clear movement toward a structured peace process. Kyiv continued to rely on Washington 
as the only actor with sufficient leverage over Moscow, but Zelensky openly acknowledged that 
Ukraine was no longer the top U.S. priority, as attention shifted toward Iran and the expected visit of 
U.S. negotiators Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner to Kyiv was delayed. At the same time, European 
actors moved more visibly into the diplomatic space. Germany, France and the United Kingdom 
worked with Ukraine on possible formats to bring Russia back to talks, while the E3 leaders and 
Zelensky agreed in London on a clearer framework for a just peace: an immediate ceasefire, 
negotiations based on the current line of contact without recognizing territorial conquest, legally 
binding security guarantees, the continued freezing of Russian assets, and direct protection of 
European security interests in any settlement. 
 
Russia’s position remained centered on procedural ambiguity and maximalist political framing. Putin 
claimed that Moscow was ready for an agreement based on the understandings reached with Donald 
Trump in Anchorage, but simultaneously insisted that Russian control over the whole of Donbas was 
compatible with peace and emphasized continued Russian advances on the front. Lavrov and 
Ryabkov then hardened this line further, questioning the credibility of the United States as mediator, 
accusing Washington of moving away from the Anchorage understandings, and blaming Ukraine and 
Europe for undermining negotiations through continued military support. Zelensky’s proposal to meet 
Putin during the G7 summit in France, as well as alternative ideas involving Hungary or broader 
European formats, did not translate into a real diplomatic opening. Overall, this confirmed that the 
negotiation process is becoming less a path toward compromise than a parallel arena of leverage-
building, where Ukraine seeks to anchor Europe and the U.S. around binding conditions, while Russia 

https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/18/8040038/
https://newsukraine.rbc.ua/news/ukraine-receives-new-minehunter-from-netherlands-1781525439.html
https://newsukraine.rbc.ua/news/ukraine-receives-new-minehunter-from-netherlands-1781525439.html
https://www.textronsystems.com/our-company/news-events/articles/news/msfv-production-begins-textron-systems-slidell-la-facility
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pressure-piled-on-russia-as-prime-minister-steps-up-support-to-power-ukraine-at-g7-summit
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-economy/4131621-ukraine-receives-another-28-billion-under-ukraine-facility-program.html
https://kyivindependent.com/ukraine-france-launch-brave-france-defense-innovation-initiative/
https://t.me/zedigital/6821
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/18/8040038/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/06/15/eu-and-ukraine-open-first-accession-negotiations-cluster/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/06/15/eu-and-ukraine-open-first-accession-negotiations-cluster/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/16/8039525/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/16/8039525/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/all-eu-members-greenlight-first-step-accession-talks-ukraine-pm-says-2026-06-03/
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/22/7240173/
https://www.reuters.com/world/hungary-ukraine-reach-crucial-agreement-minority-rights-pm-magyar-says-2026-06-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/hungary-ukraine-reach-crucial-agreement-minority-rights-pm-magyar-says-2026-06-03/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/26/8041233/
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/26/8041233/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jun/22/ukraine-war-briefing-poland-dispute-second-world-war-army-unit
https://www.reuters.com/world/zelenskiys-chief-staff-renounces-polish-medal-amid-ww2-dispute-2026-06-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/zelenskiys-chief-staff-renounces-polish-medal-amid-ww2-dispute-2026-06-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/poland-pm-tusk-says-political-row-with-ukraine-is-strategic-mistake-2026-06-21/
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/news/2026/06/3/7238950/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-03/germany-france-uk-sketch-plan-to-engage-putin-in-ukraine-talks?srnd=homepage-europe
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-03/germany-france-uk-sketch-plan-to-engage-putin-in-ukraine-talks?srnd=homepage-europe
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-e3-leaders-statement-with-president-volodymyr-zelenskyy-of-ukraine-7-june-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-e3-leaders-statement-with-president-volodymyr-zelenskyy-of-ukraine-7-june-2026
https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2026/06/04/8037801/
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2026/06/08/1204271-lavrov-o-pisme-zelenskogo
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-says-us-hasnt-followed-through-trump-putin-understandings-2026-06-23/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraines-zelenskiy-says-he-offered-meet-putin-g7-2026-06-15/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraines-zelenskiy-says-he-offered-meet-putin-g7-2026-06-15/
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/politik/ausland/peter-magyar-im-interview-wo-orban-recht-hatte-accg-200892861.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/4130846-council-of-europe-says-it-is-helping-ukraine-prepare-next-stage-of-decentralization-reform.html
https://www.ukrinform.net/rubric-polytics/4130846-council-of-europe-says-it-is-helping-ukraine-prepare-next-stage-of-decentralization-reform.html
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uses references to prior U.S.-Russian understandings to pressure Kyiv without moderating its 
territorial demands.  

Russia’s internal political environment in June 2026 was increasingly shaped by the tension 
between electoral management and the domestic costs of the war. The 29th edition of the St. 
Petersburg International Economic Forum, held from 3 to 6 June, unfolded under the direct shadow 
of the war in Ukraine. Efforts by Russian authorities to project economic stability and resilience 
were undercut by Ukrainian drone strikes targeting the St. Petersburg region during the event. 

On the other hand, Putin formally set the State Duma elections for 18–20 September, while the 
Kremlin signalled that 17 parties would participate, preserving the appearance of political pluralism. 
At the same time, reports that some security-sector actors had floated the idea of postponing the 
vote pointed to elite concern over a deteriorating economic environment, declining support for United 
Russia, and the political impact of Ukrainian drone strikes on Russian territory. Although VCIOM later 
recorded a recovery in United Russia’s rating, the broader picture suggests a pre-election 
environment in which the Kremlin is balancing procedural normality with growing sensitivity to social 
stress and battlefield spillover. 
 
The social and informational impact of the war became more visible through the fuel crisis, especially 
in annexed Crimea and across Russia’s domestic fuel market. The authorities publicly framed the 
shortages as the product of panic buying and “artificial” demand, with Deputy Prime Minister 
Aleksandr Novak claiming that demand had increased by 20–30%, while Finance Minister Anton 
Siluanov denied a nationwide price shock. Yet the underlying pressure came from Ukrainian strikes 
on refineries and logistics infrastructure, which reduced gasoline production and forced emergency 
measures, including lower-quality fuel, import searches from China, India and Kazakhstan, and 
restrictions on exports. In Crimea, the crisis was more acute: long queues, shortages of fuel, water 
and electricity, disrupted children’s camps and a damaged tourist season turned the war’s logistical 
effects into an everyday social problem. The decision by the state messenger Max to block local 
chats discussing petrol shortages, prices and queues further shows that the Kremlin is treating the 
fuel crisis not only as an economic disruption, but also as an information-control problem. 
 
Economically, June underlined the narrowing room for manoeuvre in Russia’s war economy. The 
Central Bank reduced the key rate only modestly, to 14.25%, with Elvira Nabiullina warning that 
inflationary risks remain elevated because of expansionary fiscal policy and rising fuel costs. This 
cautious approach contrasts with pressure from industrial lobbies and parts of the political leadership 
for cheaper credit and faster investment revival. At the same time, budgetary stress is deepening: 
the Accounts Chamber warned that federal revenues in 2026 could fall by around 2.1 trillion rubles 
below plan, while Bloomberg reported that war-related spending could exceed the planned level by 
40%, potentially pushing military expenditure toward 18 trillion rubles. The Duma’s decision to allow 
the government to exceed spending and debt limits without formally amending the budget, combined 
with the Central Bank’s repo operations backed by federal bonds, points to a more flexible but also 
less transparent fiscal architecture designed to sustain the war. This comes as industry returned to 
contraction in May, and even pro-government macroeconomic analysts warned that the current 
Russian economic model has entered a phase of “new stagnation.” 
 
Externally, Moscow continued to frame the war in Ukraine as part of a broader struggle over Europe’s 
security order rather than as a negotiable bilateral conflict. Lavrov argued that the Helsinki-based 
European security system can no longer be restored and called for a new Eurasian security 
framework reflecting “multipolar realities” and Russia’s interpretation of equal and indivisible security. 
This messaging directly counters the E3–Ukraine position adopted in London, which linked any 
peace settlement to an immediate ceasefire, negotiations based on the current line of contact, 

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/03/st-petersburg-economic-forum-opens-under-shadow-of-ukrainian-drone-strikes-a92910
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/03/st-petersburg-economic-forum-opens-under-shadow-of-ukrainian-drone-strikes-a92910
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/1096168
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/8740238
https://meduza.io/feature/2026/06/24/siloviki-ubezhdayut-putina-perenesti-dumskie-vybory-utverzhdayut-sobesedniki-meduzy-eta-ideya-stala-populyarnee-posle-ukrainskih-atak-na-moskvu
https://meduza.io/feature/2026/06/24/siloviki-ubezhdayut-putina-perenesti-dumskie-vybory-utverzhdayut-sobesedniki-meduzy-eta-ideya-stala-populyarnee-posle-ukrainskih-atak-na-moskvu
https://wciom.ru/ratings/reiting-politicheskikh-partii
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/26/u-nas-topliva-dostatochno-v-pravitelstve-obvinili-rossiyan-v-azhiotazhnom-sprose-na-benzin-a199293
https://expert.ru/news/anton-siluanov-nikakogo-skachka-tsen-na-benzin-v-rossii-net
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/24/rossiya-nachnet-zakupat-benzin-vindii-a199021
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/24/rossiya-poprosila-benzin-ukazahstana-a199077
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/22/nisveta-nivodi-nihera-rossiyane-pobezhali-izkrima-ochered-naviezd-spoluostrova-previsila-700-mashin-a198856
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/22/vlasti-krima-obyavili-opriostanovki-priema-detei-vovse-letnie-lagerya-napoluostrove-a198793
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/22/chislo-zhelayuschih-otdohnut-v-krimu-rossiyan-ruhnulo-pochti-na-60-iz-za-toplivnogo-krizisa-i-problem-s-transportnim-soobscheniem-a198836
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/25/gosmessendzher-max-nachal-blokirovat-chati-o-poiske-benzina-a199203
https://ru.themoscowtimes.com/2026/06/25/gosmessendzher-max-nachal-blokirovat-chati-o-poiske-benzina-a199203
https://www.forbes.ru/finansy/563336-neozidannoe-zamedlenie-pocemu-bank-rossii-sokratil-sag-snizenia-klucevoj-stavki
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/8756469
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-18/russia-considers-boosting-war-spending-by-50-billion-in-2026
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-18/russia-considers-boosting-war-spending-by-50-billion-in-2026
https://www.interfax.ru/business/1096745
https://www.interfax.ru/business/1096305
https://www.rbc.ru/economics/20/06/2026/6a3b81839a794710e126d3ec
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2026/06/19/1207424-lavrov-khelbsinki
https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2026/06/19/1207424-lavrov-khelbsinki
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-e3-leaders-statement-with-president-volodymyr-zelenskyy-of-ukraine-7-june-2026
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binding security guarantees for Ukraine, frozen Russian assets, and protection of European security 
interests. At the same time, Moscow’s frustration with Washington became more explicit. Lavrov 
stated that Russia no longer views the United States as an objective mediator, while Marco Rubio’s 
claim that no concrete Ukraine agreements were reached at the Alaska summit undermined 
Moscow’s repeated references to the “spirit of Anchorage.” The Trump–Putin birthday call and 
reported plans for Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner to visit Moscow suggest that the Kremlin still 
seeks to keep the U.S. channel alive, but primarily as a way to revive an Anchorage-based framework 
favourable to Russian demands rather than to accept the European conditions for a just peace. 

 

In June, Moldova’s EU accession process entered a more operational and demanding phase. The 
opening of negotiations on Cluster 1 – on 15 June, followed by the EU–Moldova Summit in Brussels 
on 22 June, confirmed that Chișinău is moving from political symbolism toward measurable reform 
delivery. EU support was closely tied to resilience, security and economic anchoring, with Brussels 
reaffirming Moldova’s European future while condemning Russian hybrid actions. 

Less than 24 hours after Sandu's statement, a drone exploded on the night of 7–8 June on the right 
bank of the Dniester river. On 7 June, President Maia Sandu called for Moldova to develop high-
technology interceptor drones and for legislation enabling defence-industry development, public-
private partnerships and foreign investment. Drone fragments were also found in the country on 8 
June, in the context of repeated drone-related incidents linked to Russia’s war against Ukraine. At 
the same time, Moldova continued to deepen practical cooperation with NATO through the Individual 
Tailored Partnership Programme 2025–2028 and the Defence Capacity Building Initiative, while 
maintaining its constitutional neutrality.  

Russian hybrid activity remained one of the main pressure points. EU sanctions against Șor-linked 
and Russian-backed destabilization networks, together with the detention of an alleged FSB officer 
accused of intelligence activities near the Security Zone, highlighted the continued use of intelligence 
operations. Transnistria also remained the country’s core strategic vulnerability, with the EU again 
calling for the withdrawal of Russian troops and ammunition from the region in line with OSCE 
commitments. 

Energy security continued to be treated as a hard-security priority. Moldova advanced the U.S.-
backed Strășeni–Gutinaș “Liberty Line”, a planned 400 kV interconnection with Romania designed 
to strengthen access to the European electricity system, increase import and export capacity, and 
reduce vulnerability to regional energy shocks. In parallel, Social tensions also became more visible, 
particularly through farmers’ protests against elements of the draft fiscal policy and wider agricultural 
grievances. The demonstrations showed that Moldova’s reform agenda will require stronger public 
communication and mitigation measures to avoid social resistance. 

The most consequential incident preceding this month occurred on the night of 28-29 May, when a 
Geran-2 Shahed-type drone struck a residential building in Galați, eastern Romania. The country has 
recorded 47 drone incursions since the start of the war in Ukraine, but this was by far the most 
serious. Around 10 km from the Romania–Moldova–Ukraine tripoint and close to southern Odesa 
Oblast, Moscow denied responsibility and questioned the drone’s origin, while Romanian authorities 
confirmed that the UAV was verified as Russian.  

Romania's Foreign Minister Oana-Silviu Țoiu confirmed on 3 June that the incident would accelerate 
ongoing work with NATO to strengthen surveillance and response capabilities: France, which leads 
NATO's battlegroup in Romania with approximately 1,400 troops, is discussing additional support 

https://www.vedomosti.ru/politics/articles/2026/06/08/1204271-lavrov-o-pisme-zelenskogo
https://tass.ru/politika/27753331
https://tass.ru/politika/27753513
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/06/15/enlargement-eu-and-moldova-reach-a-milestone-in-accession-talks-with-opening-of-the-first-negotiation-cluster/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/06/17/eu-moldova-summit-to-take-place-in-brussels-on-22-june/
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-10867-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.kyivpost.com/post/77728
https://www.reuters.com/world/moldovas-president-pushes-development-interceptor-drones-2026-06-07/
https://www.reuters.com/world/moldovas-president-pushes-development-interceptor-drones-2026-06-07/
https://www.kyivpost.com/post/77728
https://mfa.gov.md/ro/content/cooperarea-republicii-moldova-cu-alianta-nord-atlantica-discutata-la-mae
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2026/06/15/republic-of-moldova-council-lists-six-individuals-for-actions-destabilising-the-country/
https://www.moldpres.md/eng/society/russian-federal-security-service-officer-detained-in-moldova-for-unauthorized-collection-of-information-targeting-region-on-left-bank-of-dniester
https://gov.md/en/comunicate-de-presa/usa-moldova-advance-liberty-line-project-moldovan-pm-says-interest-american
https://moldova1.md/p/78871/moldova-government-moves-to-defuse-farm-protests-over-vat-hike
https://kyivindependent.com/romanias-defense-ministry-confirms-russian-shahed-type-drone-behind-earlier-strike-on-residential-building/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2026/05/29/putin-rejects-blame-for-drone-crash-in-romania-demands-evidence-it-came-from-russia-a92877
https://english.mapn.ro/cpresa/6786_press-release
https://news.liga.net/en/world/news/romanian-foreign-minister-announces-strengthening-of-air-defense-near-the-border-with-ukraine
https://news.liga.net/en/world/news/romanian-foreign-minister-announces-strengthening-of-air-defense-near-the-border-with-ukraine
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/romania-says-allies-preparing-to-bolster-air-defences-after-russian-drone-strike-2026-06-03/
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on radar and air monitoring systems, while Britain, Italy, and Spain have signalled willingness to step 
up their contributions to air defence operations. 

Another significant incident occurred on the morning of 5 June, when a Ukrainian maritime drone, 
reportedly diverted by Russian electronic jamming, exploded near an oil terminal in Romania’s Black 
Sea port of Constanța. Although no casualties were reported, Romanian authorities evacuated more 
than 1,300 people and deployed helicopters to search for other possible drones, describing the 
measures as precautionary in a highly sensitive security environment. The episode followed the 
Romanian Navy’s controlled detonation earlier that week of a Russian YaRM-type anti-landing mine 
that had drifted toward the Romanian coast. Together with the Galați drone strike, these incidents, 
occurring within a short timeframe, highlight the increasing permeability of Romania’s Black Sea 
security perimeter and the growing risk of spillover from the war in Ukraine onto NATO territory.  

The month's most structurally significant development may prove to be the completion of the joint 
Romanian-Bulgarian project to establish a Black Sea Maritime Security Hub, with operational 
headquarters in Constanța and Varna. The Hub will enable joint threat analysis, improved situational 
awareness, and rapid information exchange among participating states. It is open to authorities from 
all Black Sea states and is designed to support the EU's broader security strategy. The timing, 
announced in the immediate aftermath of the Constanța incident, reinforces how urgently such a 
structure is needed. At the same time, between 2 and 20 June, Romania hosted Sea Breeze 26, a 
multinational exercise involving around 450 troops from Romania, the United States, Moldova, 
Ukraine, Georgia, Turkey and Bulgaria, under the command of the US Sixth Fleet. Significantly, the 
country is no longer just a logistical hub for Ukraine; it is increasingly a directly exposed security 
actor on NATO’s Black Sea flank. 

 In parallel, the country faces a dual domestic political instability and direct security spillover from 
the war in Ukraine. The attempted formation of a new government failed after Adrian Vestea’s 
proposed cabinet did not receive enough votes in Parliament on June 22. This followed the collapse 
of the previous pro-European coalition and raised the risk of further governmental paralysis at a 
moment when Romania needs fiscal consolidation, EU funds absorption and credible defence 
planning.  

Bulgaria’s new political direction was one of the most important regional developments. The new 
defence minister announced that Sofia would no longer provide arms to Ukraine, despite its previous 
military support and strategic Black Sea position. President Rumen Radev also threatened to veto 
the latest EU sanctions package against Russia, citing concerns over the Lukoil refinery in Burgas 
and other interests.  

On the other hand, one of the main diplomatic events took place on the 5th of June, with the EU–
Western Balkans Summit convened in Montenegro. Discussions centred on enlargement policy, 
regional stability, and deeper integration of the Western Balkans into the EU.  

Finally, NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte announced a considerable reduction of KFOR's 
peacekeeping presence in Kosovo, citing an improved security situation, particularly in the Serb-
majority north, compared to 2023. The alliance plans to reduce its current force of 4,700 troops to 
between 3,000 and 3,500 personnel. In a parallel development, the EU fully lifted its 2023 punitive 
measures against Kosovo in March 2026, following the orderly transition of local governance in Serb-
majority municipalities.  

 
In the meantime… 

The NATO Summit will take place in Ankara on 7–8 July. Ukraine is expected to be a central topic of 
discussion, alongside European defense cooperation, military assistance to Kyiv, allied force 
readiness, and long-term security commitments. The summit is expected to be accompanied by 
increased diplomatic engagement and military coordination among NATO members. 

   »   
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The unresolved electoral deadlock in Găgăuzia, where the People’s Assembly elections scheduled 
for June 21, were postponed once again, may also remain a sensitive domestic issue that deserves 
closer attention.  
 
Romania will chair the South-East European Cooperation Process until June 2027, giving Bucharest 
a regional platform to push priorities such as EU integration, connectivity, energy resilience, hybrid-
threat response and regional security cooperation. 
 
Romania’s post-election government negotiations have returned to deadlock after consultations with 
President Nicușor Dan failed to produce an agreement. The main options remain a PSD-led cabinet 
or a PNL–USR–UDMR coalition, while early elections are increasingly being used as a pressure point 
in the talks. Both governing scenarios currently under discussion — a PSD single-party minority 
cabinet or a PNL–USR–UDMR minority government relying on external parliamentary support — 
would remain structurally fragile and are unlikely to resolve Romania’s political instability. Any such 
cabinet would depend on a negotiated support arrangement rather than a stable governing majority, 
leaving it vulnerable to renewed parliamentary pressure if tensions re-emerge among the parties 
whose votes are needed for its survival. This risk was already illustrated in May 2026, when the 
Bolojan government was dismissed through a no-confidence motion filed jointly by PSD, a former 
governing partner, and AUR, the dominant sovereigntist force in opposition.

   »   

   »   

   »   
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